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Around 70 million years ago, the duck-billed and humpbacked dinosaur with heavy frontal limbs and 
mudding hooves walked through rivers and hunted fish. It weighed around 6.4 tons and used to attract 
its female counterparts with a tail full of feathers. The odd creature is named DeinocheirusMirificus was 
discovered somewhere around fifty years ago; however, very little was known about it until two new 
skeletons of the species were discovered very recently in Mongolia. 

Yuong-Nam Lee, the author of the current study and a researcher at the Korea Institute of Mineral 
Resources and Geoscience said that the peculiar creature had a duckbilled skull with an overall 
humpbacked form. The new skeletons helped these scientists come up with more information regarding 
the skeletons which were explained in the October 22 issue of the Nature journal. These statistics and 
details helped the scientists put the creature in the dinosaur family tree. 

Paleontologists had actually discovered this giant's fossil in 1965, when they had found 7.8 feet long 
forelimbs of the monster in the Gobi desert at Mongolia. And since only its ribs and limbs were 
discovered, the scientists could not say much about the creature and had only named it 
DeinocheirusMirficus, which means unusual horrible hand. 

Recently, when Lee and his colleagues were digging in Mongolia they found a few broken bone blocks 
and a few loose bone fragments. The condition of the site suggested that dinosaur poachers had already 
illegally excavated the area and smuggled a few bones out of it. However, after discovery of the quarry, 
the team shipped the remaining bones to South Korea where they were assembled. Later in 2011, they 
also came to know that a European collector had a skull, feet and left hand of the same species. He 
claimed that he had purchased the fossil merchandise from a Japanese buyer who had in turn got them 
from some seller in Mongolia. This would probably be the person who had stolen the fossils in the first 
place. When the found pieces were attached to the skeleton that they had found at the quarry site, they 
fit in like jigsaw puzzles. 

After the skeleton was complete, it looked like something out of a star wars movie. It was toothless and 
had a duck like billed snout, while it carried a hump at the back and had square-toed hooves. These toes 
would prevent the dinosaur from sinking into the mud. In addition, it had a fused tailbone that 
supported feathers, which it would have mostly waggled in a fancy manner. With the skeleton complete, 
Lee was also able to put it in the right place in the dinosaur family tree. 
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